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The struggle over space is also a struggle over time and who controls it. Resist neoliberal 

modernisation and (so we are told) you consign yourself to the past [...]. 

The struggle here is not only over the (historical) direction of time but over different uses 

of time. Capital demands that we always look busy, even if there­s no work to do. If 

neoliberalism­s magical voluntarism is to be believed, there are always opportunities to 

be chased or created; any time not spent hustling and hassling is time wasted. The whole 

city is forced into a gigantic simulation of activity, a fantacism of productivism in which 

nothing much is actually produced, an economy made out of hot air and bland delirium.   

Mark Fisher, Ghosts of My Life, 2014, pp. 98-99. 
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